
Email BethanyLoeffLer@yahoo.com with questions or ideas for our next newsletter! 
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Pope Francis’ 
Prayer Intentions 

for November 
 
 

Universal: That the 

countries which take in 

a great number of 

displaced persons and 

refugees may find 

support for their efforts 

which show solidarity.  

 

 

Evangelization: That 

within parishes, priests 

and lay people may 

collaborate in service to 

the community without 

giving in to the 

temptation of 

discouragement. 

We have so much to be thankful for, including our school and parish. Things aren’t perfect 

in life, and they never will be this side of heaven, but if you approach each day with an 

attitude of gratitude you will feel better about your circumstances and notice the small 

things that are sweet in life. Happy Thanksgiving! Send someone a little note telling them 

how thankful you are for their friendship or their help! 

A Short History of Father Eckert 

I was born at a very young age in the Stetson Hat 

Company hospital in Philadelphia on August 19, 

1944.  I grew up in the Olney section of North 

Philadelphia.  Our parish was St. Helena.  I attended 

the parish school and since second grade I wanted 

to be a priest.  I was an altar boy from fifth grade 

through twelfth grade when I graduated from 

Cardinal Dougherty High School.  I entered St. 

Charles Seminary right after graduation (1962) and 

ten years later I was ordained a priest on May 20, 

1972.  I have served in six parishes: Nativity of Our  

 
Lord (Warminster), Epiphany of Our Lord (South Philadelphia), St. Titus (Norristown), St. 

Eleanor (Collegeville), St. Dominic (Northeast Philadelphia), and finally I arrived here in June 

1994 as the Assistant Pastor to Father Calpin.  When Father Calpin retired in May 1997, I 

requested to be Pastor and my request was granted by Cardinal Bevilacqua.  I was installed 

as pastor on June 15, 1997, and I really am living the dream! 

God-willing, with good health I hope to be here for many more years with all of you! 

Father Eckert 
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Holy Trinity School has a Religion Committee headed by 4th grade teacher Mrs. Joan 

Reither. The committee includes several other teachers who work with Mrs. Reither to 

make sure the children are exposed to extracurricular religious and outreach 

programs.  From our Middle States study, the committee developed an action plan to 

increase the joy and participation in community prayer.  This will increase the number of 

opportunities our students and faculty have to become more spiritually connected to each 

other.  The committee recently planned a prayer service, assembly, and "Socktober Day" 

to benefit the Missionary Childhood Association as part of our outreach efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HTS is also happy to have an active 

Advisory Council that serves the school in 

day-to-day needs and long-range planning. 

The Catholic Identity Committee is part of 

the Advisory Council. We produce this 

newsletter! It has been published monthly 

October – May since 2012. The Catholic 

Identity Committee also helps plan whole-

school initiatives like Advent activities and a 

vocation panel, and coordinates class field 

trips to religious organizations such as the 

nearby Catholic radio station 1260AM and 

the Cathedral in Philadelphia. 
HTS students visit Domestic Church Media, 1260AM 

Pope Francis declared this past year to be a Year of 

Mercy. There were “holy doors” in each archdiocese 

where the faithful could visit and gain a plenary 

indulgence. Here’s an easy-to-read web site about 

what all this means: 

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/blog/all-of-

your-burning-questions-on-holy-years-and-doors-

answered/ 

The Year of Mercy is ending November 20th, and you 

can attend the closing of a holy door very near here at 

the Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Assumption in 

Trenton at 151 North Warren Street on November 13 

at 10:30am. (The Cathedral in Philadelphia closed its 

holy door on November 6.) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwigy4TH3ZXQAhVEw4MKHbKkDtsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.majorleaguepainting.net/qa/&psig=AFQjCNHm6uIAxssquucmDdvVsEviOuEymg&ust=1478576674584383
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi1hIrU4pXQAhWV2YMKHQvQCHwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dnu.org/diocesan-events/2016/11/20/mass-and-closing-of-holy-door-at-the-cathedral&bvm=bv.137904068,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHFLacdk8QS0nleHAb-8qRQTq7bDg&ust=1478578053705875
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/blog/all-of-your-burning-questions-on-holy-years-and-doors-answered/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/blog/all-of-your-burning-questions-on-holy-years-and-doors-answered/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/blog/all-of-your-burning-questions-on-holy-years-and-doors-answered/


Email BethanyLoeffLer@yahoo.com with questions or ideas for our next newsletter! 

SAINT of the MONTH: St. Martin of Tours 

Feast Day: November 11 

Martin was born to pagan parents in Hungary in the 4th century. His father was a tribune in the Imperial Horse Guard 

of the Roman Army. He was transferred to Pavia in northern Italy where Martin grew up. Martin began to attend the 

Christian Church against his parents’ wishes when he was 10. He became a catechumen.  

Since he was the son of a veteran officer Martin was required to join the cavalry at age 15. When he was 18 he was 

transferred to Gaul (France). While he was a soldier in France he met a nearly naked beggar. He cut his military cloak 

in half and shared it with the man. That night Martin dreamed of Jesus wearing the cloak as He said to the angels, 

“Martin, who is still a catechumen, clothed Me with his robe.” Martin was then baptized at the age of 18. Later on, he 

joined a heavy cavalry unit as part of the elite bodyguard of the Emperor and was transferred back to Milan, Italy. He 

probably served in the army for only two years when he decided his faith prohibited him from fighting. He was called a 

coward and jailed, but soon the war ended and Martin was released from 

military service. 

 

 

He declared his vocation and went to 

Tours where he became a disciple of 

Hilary of Poitiers. Martin returned to 

Italy, converting a brigand on the way 

and confronted the devil himself. He 

soon converted his mother, but not his 

father. He took shelter on the island of 

Isola where he became a hermit. 

Returning to Tours in 371 he was 

appointed Bishop. According to one 

version he did not want to be the bishop 

and hid in a barn but the noise of the 

animals gave him away. He died in 

central France in 397. 

Thanks to Joan from the Catholic Identity 

Committee for contributing this article! 
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